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Abstract

As is known, either reflected in theory or in practice, government power has
become more and more concentrated on its executive branches with citizens’ increasing
demands. Administrator’s actions or inactions, as a result, can contribute not only to
government functioning but also public well-being. It seems logical for administrators
to take orders and act in accordance with laws since they are responsible for getting
things done. However, social development and changing values have made executing
situations even more complex. Administrators can hardly afford to do nothing but
conceive upper orders as their duties and honors just like what Weber noted. With this
in mind, this paper tries to further examine the governments’ roles and responsibilities.
To be more specific, is it contradictory in essence as far as bureaucrats subjecting to
authority and being autonomous is concerned. If it is the case, how does it happen? Has
Weber noticed it at all? If he had had, what was the solution? If he did not offer a

solution, how come?

Key words : bureaucracy, formal rationality, substantive rationality, ethic of conviction,

ethic of responsibility
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