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Until recently the field of comparative religion dealt with homo religious - the religious experience of man. The fact
that religious man often worshiped Mother Nature was considered an oddity, a stage he outgrew as he moved on
to more transcendent (and frequently male) deities. When, under the impetus of feminist theory, "religious woman"
began to be considered, scholars noted that she often worshiped a Father God or found the transcendent revealed
in a male figure. Since societies in which women worshiped male deities tended to be societies in which men were
dominant and since indeed the lack of interest in woman'’s religious experience seemed most acute among male
scholars who studied patriarchal societies and patriarchal religions, some radical reformers began to suggest that
male deities themselves were the problem. Recént feminist critigues of both Western and non-Western religious
traditions have agreed that men gain autharity from the fact that the source of ultimate value is often described in
anthropomorphic images as Father or King. But feminist activists have been sharply divided between those who
would respond by discarding male symbols in religion - often discarding much of the theological tradition in
question as well - and those who would rewrite liturgies and reform language to insert female symbols and

pronocuns among male ones.
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2.1 ISIL aims to retumn to the early days of Islam, rejecting all innovations.ifi the religion, which it believes
corrupts its original spirit. It condemns latérealiphiates and tH&"@wteman Empire for deviating from what it calls
pure [slam,"” and seeks to revive the original Wahhabi project of the restoration of the caliphate governed by
strict Salafist doctrine. Following Salafi-Wahhabi tradition, ISIL condemns the followers of secular law as

disbelievers, putting the current Saudi Arabian government in that category.(30%)

2.2 Taoism is a philosophical, ethical or religious tradition of Chinese origin that emphasizes living in harmony
with the 7ao. Taoism drew its cosmological notions from the tenets of the School of Yin Yang, and is heavily
influenced and informed by the acknowledged oldest text of ancient Chinese classics, the / Ching, which
prescribes a system of philosophical thought on the ethics of human behaviors based on articulating cycles of

change in the natural and social worlds by means of hexagrams, and includes instructions for divination practice

still adhered to by modern-day religious Taoists. (30%)
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2.3 Budd};i-s_m is a nontheistic religion or philosophy (Sanskrit: dharma; Pali: dhamma) that encompasses a variety
of traditions, beliefs and spiritual practices largely based on teachings attributed to Gautama Buddha, commonly
known as the Buddha ("'the awakened one"). Two major extant branches of Buddhism are generally recognized by
scholars: Theravada and Mahayana. Buddhist schools vary on the exact nature of the path to liberation, the

importance and canonicity of various teachings and scriptures, and especially their respective practices. (30%)
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